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Inspiring Natural Potential: 
Nevzorov Haute Ecole 
 By Michael Bevilacqua

Photos by Lydia Nevzorova

For the Rider

Alexander Nevzorov brought 
Haute Ecole to the new, 

humane level. Haute Ecole is a 
French term for high school. It 
is classical dressage stemming 
from the cavalry with complex 
moves by the horse including 
airs above the ground such as 
capriole, courbette, and levade. 
He teaches horses to perform 
the most difficult elements of 
Haute Ecole, not only without 
any constraint, punishment, 
bridles and bits, that is looked 
upon as a norm in modern 
Haute Ecole, but he does all this 
on a horse that is in a perfect 
collection.
 
As he describes, 
‘’Difficult elements 
of traditional rid-
ing schools, per-
fect obedience, a 
perfect collection 
without a bridle, 
or halter or any 
such tool... It 
shows how it is 
possible to study 
the true, live bio-
mechanics of 
movements and 
difficult Haute 
Ecole elements 
which are safe for 
a horse...’’ 
 
His personal passion is Haute 
Ecole, yet this same approach 
can be used by anyone to estab-
lish a true relationship with the 
horse. It encourages us to think. 
It forces us to change our view 
of the horse in order to attain 
what the horse can freely give. 

It encourages a way of life with 
the horse. 
 
This schooling, or understand-
ing, is not effected through hu-
man dominance nor submis-
sion of the horse. The goal is to 
inspire, to enkindle a horse, to 
awaken its interest and to reveal 
its full natural potential. It is we 
who must adapt to the gentle, 
curious nature of the horse and 
not the horse that must be sub-
ject to our selfish, demanding 
nature.
 
His book, ‘’The Horse Crucified 
and Risen’’ (Horse Encyclopae-
dia) opens to a reader secrets 

of education of 
a horse without 
any violence, 
without any bits 
and punishment. 
 
It is the firm be-
lief that the book 
will raise the 
consciousness of 
many people and 
probably become 
the main book 
for those who are 
looking for a par-
ticular, honest 
way of building 
communication 
with a horse. Re-

cent offers resulting from the 
book fair in Frankfurt on Octo-
ber 6, 2006 will soon have the 
book published in English.
 
Alexander makes a very clear 
distinction regarding any tradi-
tional training using all kinds of Alexander Nevzorov and stallion Kaogi performing Levade… naturally  

The goal is 
to inspire, 
to enkindle 
a horse, to 
awaken its 

interest and 
to reveal its 
full natural 
potential.




